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Mortality of the dtp of Havana for the week ended Thursday, February 16, 1899. 


Cause of death. 


Total. 
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FRANCE. 

Consular report of sanitary conditions at Marseilles during the week ended 

February 6, 1899. 

The total number of deaths in the city of Marseilles during the seven 
days past is 239, that is to say, an average of 34.142 per day in a total 
population of 447,344. The total number of deaths for January was 
998, as against 1,018 for December. During the week 2 bills of health 
were issued to vessels clearing for ports in the United States. Influenza 
and chest troubles are still the prevailing local diseases. During Janu- 
ary, 42 vessels were inspected at this port by the health authorities. Of 
this number inspected and disinfected, 29 arrived from the extreme 
Orient, 12 from America — North and South — and 1 from Syria. The 
pest is reported to be decreasing at Tamatave, where, from January 1 to 
15, there were 68 cases reported, of which 2 only were Europeans. 

ITALY. 

Maritime sanitary order, No. 1, 1899. 
[Translated in this Bureau from copy officially forwarded.] 

In view of maritime sanitary order, No. 12, of December 1, 1895, in 
regard to the importation of rags, bedding, and personal clothing from 
foreign countries, and in view of the present existence of epidemic foci 
in Greece, it is decreed that the said sanitary order is and be made 
applicable to all arrivals from Greece. 

The prefects of maritime and frontier provinces, port captains and 
officials, and customs officers are charged with the execution of the order. 

Maesengo, 
Minister of the Interior. 

JAPAN. 

Smallpox on Japanese steamship America Maru. 

Yokohama, Japan, January 25, 1899. 
Sie : With regard to Japanese steamship America Maru, which sails 
to-day for San Francisco, via Honolulu, I have the honor to report that, 
on the voyage from Yokohama to Hougkong, departing from the former 
port December 31, and being four and a half days on the passage, 2 
cases of smallpox appeared among the Indian firemen. 
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The patients were promptly removed from the ship on her arrival in 
Hongkong, the ship quarantined for two days and disinfected, being 
liberated on the 7th of this month. 

Under the circumstances, I have not felt warranted in taking any 
further precautions here. 

The outbreak of smallpox, after a prolonged stay in this port, where 

there has not occurred a single case of smallpox this season, save 2 

removed from ships from China, with which the cases on the America 

Maru can not possibly have been connected, is somewhat remarkable. 

Respectfully, yours, Stuaet Eldridge, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

TURKEY. 

Sanitary report from, Constantinople. 
[Report No. 207.] 

Constantinople, January 25, 1899. 

Sir : The number of deaths registered in Constantinople during the 
fortnight from the 2d to the 16th instant was 564, of which 5 were from 
diphtheria, 1 from scarlet fever, 6 from measles, 19 from smallpox, and 
15 from typhoid fever. I hope next week to be able to state, also, the 
number of deaths from pneumonia, having asked for such information 
from the bureau de la mortality at the last sitting of the International 
Sanitary Commission. I am sorry not to be able to state how many 
deaths occur from influenza. This epidemic is not so widespread as it 
was in 1890, but its course is long ; it lasts for weeks and weeks. It 
has a short course when it proves fatal. "We have to deal also with the 
epidemic of mumps, which for the moment is of light form. The sani- 
tary news from the provinces states that diphtheria is raging in the 
villages surrounding the Lebanon. 

Dr. Crendiropulos, the sanitary inspector of Camaran, has sent a 
report dated November 23, 1898, dealing with the epidemic of beriberi 
which broke out on board the Nour el Bahr. This boat was recently 
built at Genoa, in Italy, and was sailing in the Red Sea. She had food 
provisions of good quality and she did not have any contact with places 
where said epidemic did exist. Very probably among her passengers 
there were some from Sudan, where the epidemic of beriberi exists 
endemically, as it is stated. The symptoms which said illness pre- 
sents are in its beginning oedema in the feet, muscular pains, and very 
often creeping, giddiness, and unsteadiness of the gait, namely, when 
the patient is tired and when the eyes are shut. Tendon-reflexes are 
diminished. There is no fever but there, is tachycardia. The oedema 
of the feet rises gradually to the legs and thighs, to chest and face. In 
such a case the constriction of the chest makes its appearance, and from 
day to day it gets stronger. Giddiness and vomiting must be added to 
the above- referred symptoms. Constipation is very strong and micturi- 
tion is rare ; no albuminuria. At the end of the illness paralysis of the 
abductors and adductors appears, and gradually said paralysis, extends to 
the muscles of the legs as well as to those of the chest, and the patient 
dies from asphyxia. Very often there is an amelioration in the condi- 
tion of the patient, and as a consequence the restitutio ad integrum is to 
be hoped when, at once, without any appreciable reason, the patient 



